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Foreword:

We are pleased to share with you 'My Story'. A storybook about the
lives of Jordanian and Syrian students who are trying to find their way
amidst challenging conditions, in host communities and refugee camps
in Jordan. My Story is the product of an ambitious story telling project in
2018 that offers a glimpse of the life stories of 24 young Jordanian and
Syrian students studying for an Associate, Bachelor or Master's under
the programme “The provision of Higher Education to Syrian refugees
and disadvantaged Jordanians”.

Moreover, the program is a project funded by the European Union (EU)
and implemented by the German Jordanian University in cooperation
with Jordan University of Science and Technology, Zarga University,
Yarmouk University and Luminus Technical University College (LTUC),
which represent the public and private sectors in Jordan.

This book encompasses by a photo exhibition, video series, and a social
media campaign in which the students exhibit and share their stories.
Hence, the aim of the book is to achieve a better understanding of
young people, their backgrounds, their ambitions, and future goals.
Furthermore, It provides a unique opportunity to learn about young
people's lives through storytelling, photography and community
engagement. The book has been written and designed by students.

My Story gives a voice to young Jordanians and Syrians and builds upon
other activities to bring them together.

Andrea Matteo Fontana Professor Dr Manar
Ambassador Fayyad
Head of the EU Delegation to President of GJU

the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan
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"I hope to participate in rebuilding my
war-torn country”

| am a student from Syria. | was forced to leave my
country because of the war. In Syria | was a law student,
but | was not able to continue my studies because |
escaped to Jordan with my family. While | was settling
in Jordan, | felt lost, frustrated and depressed believing
that my life had ended until one day | came across the
EDU-SYRIA scholarship. This Scholarship enabled me
to study Business Administration at Luminus Technical
University College (LTUC). As a result, | now aspire to
complete my higher education by aiming to attain a PhD
in Business Administration. Furthermore, | hope to work
for a non-profit organization that helps refugees. My
studies at Luminus Technical University College (LTUC)
has helped me regain hope and integrate into society
and feel successful. It has put my life into perspective
in terms of my future goals and ambitions. | hope to
participate in rebuilding my war torn country in the near
future and spread hope and forgiveness among my

people.
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Maria Haddad
Master's Degree
Music

Yarmouk University
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“My dream is to establish a music
academy”

My love for music began at a very early age. | refused
studying languages after achieving an average of 84.4
in my public secondary certificate-scientific stream. As
a result, | opted to study music which | excelled in and
attained a merit status every semester. | completed my
Bachelor Degree with a merit average of 91.2. My dream
of completing my higher education has always been on
my mind but | have always feared that this dream would
pose as a financial burden on my family due to the
financial difficulties they were experiencing at the time.
One day | was scrolling my university’s website when |
came across EDU-JORDAN advertisement offering
scholarships. Therefore, | applied for the scholarship
and received an acceptance. The scholarship did not
only offer me financial support but it gave me a drive
for success. Furthermore, | am currently finishing up my
Master's Degree with an average of 90.2 and i'm also a
trainer and a musician in Ajloun’s women band for reviving
heritage. | made sure my Master’s thesis title focuses on
the importance of the Arabic language in the teaching
of Arabic for Non-native speakers by using music. My
dream is to complete my PhD and pave the way for more
studies in my field, in addition to establishing a music
academy in Ajloun.
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Marwa Isaam
Master's Degree
Plant Pathology

Jordan University of
Science and Technology
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"Dreams never end because the desire
for success is never ending”

| was raised in an unstable family environment where |
lost my father at the age of 10. | dreamed of becoming a
doctor but my public secondary certificate average failed
me and | could not pursue my dream. | applied to many
universities and received nothing but several rejections
until | received an acceptance to study Nursing at Al
Al-Bayt University. Thereafter, | received a scholarship
from JUST to study Agricultural Engineering. Hence, this
major began to grow on me and | really started to like
and perfect Agricultural Engineering. | planted flowers
on a small lot of land and worked as a flower decorator at
a flower shop. After graduating, | faced a lot of problems
in terms of finding a job since my field of study is not one
of the sought after fields in the country. To add to that,
| lost my job due the difficult economic conditions the
country was facing. Not losing hope, | began searching
for other ways to improve my life. One day | read about
an advertisement regarding scholarships being granted
by the European Union. As a result, the advertisement
opened a door of hope for me so and encouraged me to
apply for a scholarship which | was fortunate to receive.
| am currently completing my Master's Degree in plant
protection at JUST. My dream is to complete my PhD and
establish my own project. Dreams never end because
the desire for success is never ending.
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“| believe that the hardest beginnings
have the best endings”

| believe that the hardest beginnings have the best
endings. | grew up with no father and lived 3 km away
from my school. | walked under the rain on many
occasions when one day | got into an accident that left
me crippled for two years. After three operations, | was
able to walk again and resume my studies. | graduated
from secondary school with an average of 78. Because of
my desire to study chemistry, | enrolled at Furat University
in the northeastern part of Syria. In my second year at
university, | took part in the Dr. Nizar Hamdan's Award and
won third place in the research project | presented about
Nano technology. Thereafter, | fled with my wife and
daughter to Jordan and ended up living in Zaatari Camp.
At the camp and after a period of 5 years, | began to lose
hope in completing my studies. Despite my feelings of
desperation, my hope of completing my higher education
never died and | was miraculously awarded the European
Union EDU-SYRIA scholarship that enabled me to study
Applied Medical Sciences at Zarga University. | am
currently completing my fourth year in my major Applied
Medical Sciences, with a concentration in the field of
Medical Analysis and | hope to enroll in a training course
in the field of test tube baby technology at the university |
am currently studying at. | am grateful for EDU-SYRIA, the
European Union, the German Jordanian University and
Zarga University for helping me and my fellow citizens in
completing our higher education and therefore enabling
us to rebuild our country in the future.
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“I am an example of a girl who did not
allow her living situation become an
obstacle in achieving her dream”

| am a student from a village in Irbid. Despite the
challenges a girl faces in any village in the Arab world,
| am an example of a girl who did not allow her living
situation become an obstacle in achieving her dream.
My academic excellence began at a very early age
when | wrote a research paper in the 9th grade about
why students struggle in learning mathematics from a
studentand teacher perspective. | studied psychological
guidance after achieving a public secondary certificate
average of 88.1 in the scientific stream. | completed my
Bachelor Degree with a very good average. Thereafter,
| trained as a guidance counselor at a high school. |
have always longed to complete my Master’s and PhD
Degrees and become a doctor at Yarmouk University.
One day | was scrolling the university's website and
read that the European Union was offering for the first
time scholarships for Master’s Degrees. As a result, |
rushed and applied for a scholarship and successfully
received it. Finally, | was now able to achieve my dream
in completing my Master's Degree. | now aspire to
further complete my higher education and apply for a
PhD program. | hope through my education to benefit
my country and support people in need, especially
refugees.
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Total of Scholarships

1,870

- 1,000 enrolled in Bachelor’s Programmes
- 399 enrolled in Master's Programmes
- 471 enrolled in HND Level 5 Diploma Programmes
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Hala Al-Azizeh
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"l am now a Master’s student who
aspires to attain a PhD"

At the age of 13, my father passed away, leaving me
and my family with no fixed monthly income. | grew up
with my mother and siblings, trying to cope with the
difficult living conditions that were out of my control.
My life took a positive turn when | turned 18. During
this time, | was able to complete my public secondary
certificate with a high average of 92.2. Because of my
perseverance and hard work, | managed to fulfill my
father's dream in completing my education. | received
an acceptance from JUST and completed my Bachelor
Degree in English and Linguistics. Nevertheless, my
ambition did not stop there. | hoped to further complete
my higher education and attain a Master’s Degree but
was skeptical of how | could manage to find the funds
for such a dream. | tried to find funds but failed several
times until | came across a scholarship funded by the
European Union. | checked the scholarship's conditions
and was happy to find out that | met all its conditions.
With the help of the European Union, | was able to
enroll in the English and Linguistics Master’s program at
JUST. | am now a Master’s student who aspires to attain
a PhD in the near future . | hope to get a job that will
enable me to assist people who have gone through life
experiences similar to mine.
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“The EU restored my faith in miracles

| am a Syrian student. | completed my secondary
certificate in 2010 and studied economics and
politics at Beirut University. In 2012, | transferred to
Damascus University and then the crisis began as | was
finishing my third year. The living conditions in Syria
became very dangerous so | had to move with my
family to Jordan in 2014. My life in Jordan began by
me working at a gold store. After a year of working
there, | found myself back at Zaatari camp where |
lost hope in completing my higher education. At the
camp | completed an ICDL certificate and thereafter
the EU began granting Syrian students scholarships.
Thankfully, | was awarded the scholarship and began
studying Business Administration at Luminus Technical
University College (LTUC) in 2017. The EU restored my
faith in miracles and | was able to complete my higher
education after accepting my unfortunate reality at
the camp. | am now finishing my two-year studies
and am grateful for the EU’s help and the scholarship
administration for this opportunity. In the future, | hope
to return to my country someday.
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Reem Al-Masri
Master's Degree
Travel & Tourism
Yarmouk University
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“At the time | realized that there is no
impossible if effort prevails”

| am a student who worked and studied while
completing my Bachelor Degree in modern
languages at Yarmouk University. During that time,
my part time job was teaching Arabic for non-native
speakers at the university’s language center and |
gave private Italian lessons as a private tutor. Despite
the hard times during high school, | was ranked first
in my class. Hence, this was just the first stop in my
journey towards success. At the time, | realized that
there is no impossible if effort prevails. My dream was
to study English but unfortunately luck was not on
my side. | recall chanting “I will continue my higher
education” but deep inside | felt it was impossible.
Without thinking it over, | jumped into registering
for the Tourism program. At first, people around me
underestimated my choice of major and therefore |
struggled a lot in getting used to it since | have no
prior knowledge of this field. With God’s help and my
own perseverance, | am at the top of my class and
currently working on a research to introduce a new
concept in Ethnic tourism in Jordan, with the help
of my supervisor. | strive to complete my PhD and
develop myself and improve the tourism sector in my
country which | have already begun doing thanks to
the scholarship.
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“As a traumatized war victim, | was
earching for a way to improve my life”

| am a Syrian student who fled her country at the age
of 13. As a traumatized war victim, | was searching
for a way to improve my life. After many years of
psychological warfare at school in Syria because of my
family’s political position towards the war, | made it my
mission to achieve a high average at school and continue
my higher education. | came to Jordan when | was 13
years old and was suffering from depression because
of the war. My dream began to unfold when | attained
a high average in the public secondary certificate and
was honored by the school's principle for my excellent
achievement. Thereafter, | tried to apply to the German
Jordanian University but my financial situation did not
allow me to study accounting there, so | went for my
second option which was applying to Luminus Technical
University College (LTUC). After reading on Facebook
that Luminus Technical University College (LTUC) was
offering scholarships for disadvantaged students, |
submitted my application and got accepted. With the
help of the European Union, | was also able to attain
an English certificate from the British Council. | hope to
further continue my higher education and apply for a
Bachelor's and then a Master’s Degree.
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“My.dreams are big and | have always
wanted to further complete my higher
education”

| grew up in an average class family. | know what |
want and that was to build a career in the mechanical
engineering field. Therefore, | am currently studying
Mechanical Engineering. My dreams are big and |
have always wanted to complete my higher education
even further after | finish my Bachelor Degree. Because
of my difficult financial situation and failing to find a
scholarship that would cover my educational expenses
| returned to the work environment and put my dream
on hold. Like every Jordanian, | could not find a job in
Engineering and accepted to work as a mechanic at
an average maintenance center. From this point on,
my professional path began. Hence, | then worked
as a maintenance engineer for General Motors. After
working for three years at the company, | participated
in a regional competition entitled "Fix It Right First
Time" where | received a certificate that attests that |
am one of the 40 best Arab mechanics in the Middle
East. One year after the competition, | became a team
leader at my company. Thereafter, | was awarded
the European Union's scholarship which fortified and
renewed my love for science and discovery. Finally, my
dream of completing a Master’s Degree came true. My
next step is attaining a PhD in the field of electric cars
from Germany.
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Jordanians

215
Total of Graduates

- 134 students graduated with Bachelor’'s Degrees
- 11 students graduated with Master’s Degrees
- 70 students graduated with HND Level 5 Diploma Degrees
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“|.saw my dream of completing my higher
education fading away until | got accepted
for the EDU-SYRIA scholarship”

Since childhood, | have always loved learning and
education. After completing my secondary certificate
with a 94 average, | was disappointed to learn that
| had no chance as a foreign student to apply to local
scholarships granted by the Jordanian government.
At the time, | was left shocked and stayed at home for
one year doing nothing. Thereafter, | applied for the
Islamic Center Association scholarship, and enrolled in
the Islamic College where | studied Medical Analysis
because | was passionate about Biology and the human
body. At the college, | ranked first in my major and took
the comprehensive exam that would enable me to study
at a university. Unfortunately, | came in fourth place and
my hope of studying at a university did not happen for
the second time. | did not lose hope and got a job as a
private tutor to save up money for covering my university
expenses. Sadly, this job was not enough to cover the
expenses because of the high living cost in Jordan. After
one year of work, | managed to save up some money that
covered my first semester at university but unfortunately |
ended up using this money to cover my father's operation.
As a result, | saw my dream of completing my higher
education fading away until | got accepted in EDU-SYRIA
scholarship. After being rejected the first time, | was happy
to receive the scholarship at Zarga University which is
funded by the European Union.
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“a bee never gives up or gets bored,
and that is indeed my role model”

Who knows what is meant to be is what is really good
for us! This is a phrase | used to repeat until the right
time came where | fully understood and experienced
the full extent of this phrase. This happened when |
completed my public high school certificate with a merit
average of 90.5. To my disappointment, my average did
not help me get into medicine school and my financial
situation didn’t help me pay for my education on my
own expense. So | was forced and persuaded to study
Computer Science at Balga University which | did not
like at all. It then became crystal clear to me that | did not
want to continue in this major, so | switched my major
to Civil Engineering. As time passed, | began to like my
major and | graduated early with an excellent average.
| then got an internship at the Ministry of Public Works
where | trained in Deir Ala Municipality. Thereafter, |
received a job offer from a company. And one month
later, | applied for a Master's Degree scholarship by
the European Union and received an acceptance. | am
finally completing my studies and | am in my second
semester. | aspire to further complete my studies by
attaining a PhD in the future. As | always say: “let a bee
be your role model since it never gives up or gets bored
or gets tired" and it surely is indeed my role model.
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"It is never too late to start all over
again”

| am a Syrian student. | grew up in Damascus where |
completed my education up until the war broke out. As
a result, | had to cut short my Bachelor Degree studies
in Arabic Literature at Damascus University and leave
my job in the field of mobiles and computer. Thereafter,
| had to move to Jordan where | began working to make
ends meet and start my life all over again. Days and
days passed by until | came across an advertisement
about EDU-SYRIA. | began searching for this scholarship
which refurbished my hope in life. Hence, | received an
acceptance and enrolled in the Business Administration
program. After two years of studies, | now plan to
complete my Bachelor Degree at a university and then
complete a Master's Degree. As | always say “it is never
too late to start all over again”.
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"Achieving my dream will make my
family proud"

| am a student who lives in Agaba. | was granted a
scholarship from the European Union. | hold a Bachelor
Degree in Physics which | completed in 2016. It is my
dream to get a PhD one day. Despite my poor living
conditions and my difficult financial status, | tried to
cope with my misery by searching for a job in hope
of achieving my dream. Hence, | found myself with no
higher education and no job. | was about to lose hope
when | received a phone call form Tkiyat Um Ali. As a
result, | was informed about a scholarship offered by the
European Union at JUST. | applied to this scholarship
and received an acceptance. After my acceptance |
took an English preparatory course funded by the EU
and passed the IELTS exam. | am now a Physics Master’s
student at JUST with the support of the EU which gave
me this opportunity and many others like myself who
aspire to achieve their academic dreams. | believe
achieving my dream will make my family proud of me.
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"There is no desperation with life, and
there is no life with desperation”

.
’

| have always believed in the phrase: "There is no
desperation  with life and there is no life with
desperation” in every phase of one’s life. Since
childhood, the following traits display who | am:
determination and perseverance in achieving my
dreams. | was not hesitant in choosing my major of
Electrical Engineering since | was deeply influenced
by the scientist Edison who lit the world. | completed
my Bachelor Degree with an excellent average. My
graduation was the first step in achieving my ambition.
With the support of my family | saw university as a
door to new horizons. A door that will in turn mold my
personality and my drawing skills. In addition to being a
door for me to meet new friends. Hence, the European
Union revived my dream after | saw an advertisement
about the scholarship. After applying for the scholarship,
| received a call to come for an interview as part of the
second phase of the selection process. Thereafter, the
dream became more real as | received the second call
and was informed that | was granted the scholarship.
Today, | am a step closer in completing my dream in
attaining a PhD Degree and becoming a lecturer at
the school of Engineering . | hope to teach my future
students that a dream cannot be paused because of
one obstacle and that every dream starts with one step
and ends with one step.
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"Despite all the obstacle | faced, | was
able to complete my studies because of
the scholarship”

| am a victim of war. As a result of the war in Syria, | could
not complete my studies. Therefore, | decided to travel
to Saudi and complete my secondary certificate and
then study Dentistry in order to provide for my family.
Thereafter, | completed my secondary certificate and
managed to get a high average despite working while
studying. In 2016, | moved to Jordan and searched
for a university to complete my higher education but
unfortunately they were all too expensive As a result,
| returned back to Saudi and worked there. After
being rejected by many Saudi universities because
of my nationality, | returned back to Jordan and
came across Luminus Technical University College
(LTUC). | managed to pay my fees in installments and
completed my first semester with a very high average.
Unfortunately, due to my family’s poor financial status |
could not continue my studies. | then heard of the EDU-
SYRIA scholarship and applied for it. After waiting for so
long to hear from the scholarship program, | received an
acceptance. Today, | completed my second semester in
the field of dentistry lab. | hope to bridge my studies at
university and achieve my dream of becoming a dentist.
Despite all the obstacles | faced, | was able to complete
my studies because of the scholarship and my family’s
support.
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"| see myself as a doctor at a university
who inspires others”

| graduated from JUST with a Bachelor Degree in
Industrial Engineering with an average of 79.9. | then
worked in the public and private sectors where | took on
many tasks in positions such as planning and production
engineer, human resource officer and operational and
quality assurance officer at one of the ministries. | have
more than 4 years of professional work experience. As
for my future, | see myself as a doctor at a university
who inspires others like | was inspired by my doctor
(Omar Araideh). This dream can only be accomplished
if I continue my higher education. One of the reasons
that pushes me to achieve this dream is my modest
experience at university where | was a team player
who made sure my classmates received academic
support from me. As for my scientific achievements, |
excelled in various work positions because of the skills
and analytical method | gained during my studies. Yet,
| was not satisfied with my achievements so | made
sure to enhance my performance level by registering
for English courses, life coach courses (communication
skills and time management and change), specialized
courses (ISO system, internal auditing, quality assurance
management, professional project management). It is
because of the European Union scholarship that | was
able to enroll in the Industrial Engineering Master’s
program. | hope that the scholarship continues to fund
me up until | complete my PhD.
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Baraa Khatatbeh
Master's Degree
Psychological Counseling
Yarmouk University




“We are tomorrow, and tomorrow is
nicer”

| am a student who followed science. My goal was to
achieve the highest average in my Bachelor Degree.
| completed my Bachelor Degree in Guidance and
Psychological Counselling. With a lot of skepticism
from my family, | was determined to achieve my dream
through this Degree since | am an expert in analyzing
personalities. My pioneer project is a play | produced
and wrote entitled “We are tomorrow, and tomorrow
is nicer”. | am a 24-year-old young lady with five years
of experience in volunteer work. In 2012, | graduated
with honors and attained first place in my field from
Yarmouk University. | then tried to get a scholarship
in order to complete my Master’s Degree and achieve
my dream in becoming a university professor. After all
the doors closed in my face, my hope was restored
when the European Union and the German Jordanian
University granted me a scholarship to further continue
my higher education. | chose the title of my thesis to
be “The functionality of a guidance program based on
psychodrama to improve the confidence level orphans”.
| am grateful to the European Union for enabling me
to complete my Master's Degree. | am now working at
UNICEF and waiting to register for a PhD.
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"It felt great to be back at school again”

| am a Syrian student. | completed my secondary
certificate in 2009 and then completed my diploma in
tourism in 2011. After receiving my diploma, | wanted
to complete my higher education at a university but
could not do so due to the crisis in Syria. Therefore,
| decided to travel to Jordan in 2012 where | worked
at a factory in Amman. Nonetheless, my desire to
complete my higher education lingered in my head.
In 2016, | heard through friends about the European
Union's scholarship offered to Syrian students. My
curiosity took the best of me so | began looking for
the scholarship and learned how to apply for it at
Luminus Technical University College (LTUC). The
college interviewed me and | was luckily accepted for
the scholarship. It felt great to be back at school again.
| am now finishing my studies at Luminus Technical
University College (LTUC) and my dream of attaining
a Bachelor Degree is very close. | hope | do not stop
studying and continue with my higher education in the
near future . Eventually, | plan to complete a Master’s
Degree and finding a suitable job.
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“I'amnow on the path of achieving one of
my dreams”

| aspire to further complete my higher education and
thus become a university doctor. | hold a Bachelor
Degree in nursing which | attained in 2016. After |
graduated | searched for a job to fund my higher
education but failed to do so and did not find anyone
to help me. Thereafter, | was informed about the
European Union scholarship. | received a phone
call about a meeting at JUST, where students were
briefed about how to apply for the scholarship and its
conditions. | was waiting for that day of acceptance
with so much desperation until | was finally accepted.
Luckily, I enrolled in the major | wanted. Furthermore,
| also have other talents | hope to enhance such as
photography and writing. Currently, | am now a
Nursing Master’s student at JUST. | am now on the
path of achieving one of my dreams and | wish every
student receives the same opportunity | was granted
by the EU.
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- "Despite all obstacles | never lost hope"

.
’

The first change in my life was when my family decided
to move from Ramtha and live in a village. During my
secondary years, | was shocked to learn that my family
was unable to pay for my university education. This
dream never left my side, | was determined to continue
my higher education. After three years | was able to
find someone to fund me and therefore | was indebted
to this person. To be part of a family where no one
has a university degree is a challenge in itself. | had to
experience all the obstacles alone, especially majoring
in a major such as Life Sciences at Yarmouk University.
Despite all the obstacles | never lost hope. | received a
lot of support from my family and friends. My graduation
was the first milestone in achieving my bigger dreams.
Like every graduate, | faced many difficulties finding a
stable job. | worked as a teacher at schools for three
years and paid off the majority of my debt. While
waiting for a stable job, | saw nothing in my future
but completing my PhD. During a time of hardship
and sickness, | learned about the European Union
scholarship and. Fortunately, | all the conditions and
received an acceptance. As are result, the scholarship
enabled me to complete my Master’s Degree at JUST. |
am now completing my Master’s Degree in Applied Life
Sciences as | am getting even closer to my dreams.
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“It made me regain hope after it was buried
with the ruins back in my country”

The war has crushed my ambitions and closed all the
doors in my face. Therefore, | moved to Jordan to
ensure my family lives a safer life. | hold a diploma in
Mechatronic Engineering in the field of car mechanics
from Damascus University. When | arrived to Jordan |
tried to work in my field but failed. As a result, | was
forced to work in another field which | am good at. |
worked for a gas station where | washed cars and | am
currently working there until today. At the end of 2015,
| heard of EDU-SYRIA through social media outlets.
Applying for the scholarship was a big decision for me
to take since | was responsible for providing for my
family. In the end, | decided to study Graphic Design.
To my surprise, the diploma is a British accredited
diploma. The scholarship was my chance to get back
on track and change my direction in life. It made me
believe in a goal after it was buried under the ruins
back in my country. Furthermore, it has also made me
think in a different. and | am now ready to start life all
over again, a life that is worthy living. | graduated in
August and will continue to work on my skills in order
to integrate in the job market.
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It is such a beautiful thing to go
' after your goal"

| am a young strong-willed girl who dreams of a
prosperous future. My dream during my school years
was to attain a university degree in the field of Nursing.
| saw Nursing as a humane field but this changed as my
vision and dream became bigger. When | completed
my Bachelor Degree in Nursing, | reached my dream
of working as a responsible nurse caring for patients.
After working for two years, | began to aspire to evolve
myself. Therefore, | decided to further complete my
higher education in order to become more influential
in my field. My dream included becoming the head of
nursing department. | believe | have leadership and
administrative traits. This position is very challenging
and requires that | hold a Master's Degree. It is
because of the European Union's scholarship that
| could successfully complete my first year in the
nursing Master’s program at JUST. To be honest, it was
not easy for me to go back to being a student while
working at the same time, but | managed. It is such a
beautiful thing to go after your goal. Nevertheless my
story does not end here since my goals change day by
day. As for the future | envision, | strive to attain a PhD
in the field of Gynecology and Birth. This field is one
of the most important fields in the world, especially in
Jordan where the birth rate keeps increasing.
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. "Afraditional life was not my goal since
| wanted to place an imprint in this world
e even if it takes time”

Ambition, a goal and support are the motivational words
that helped me in achieving my dream. In addition, my
mother's ongoing support and encouragement helped
me in holding onto my dream. A traditional life was
not my goal, since | wanted to place an imprint in this
world even if it takes time. | was raised in a simple family
where | was the eldest among my sisters. As the eldest,
it was my responsibility to be a good role model for my
younger siblings. God has chosen Engineering as part
of my personality. But my ambition did not stop there,
| liked to excel so | wanted to complete my higher
education when | first started my bachelor studies.
Since then | have always made sure to take advantage
of any opportunities that would improve my skills. As
a result, | attended many conferences and seminars
about the role of women in society. The European
Union's scholarship was the first step | took in achieving
my dreams and building a future for myself. | am now
seeking to excel in this Masters program and continue
towards attaining a PhD. However, | hope to find a job
where | can find myself. | hope that my future is filled
with accomplishments, successes and optimism where
| can work to improve myself, support my family and
work for my society.
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The EU and the Syria Crisis

The EU has been adopting several projects and initiatives to support the people of
Syria as well as the neighbouring hosting countries. Around €10 billion has been
collectively been mobilized in humanitarian, development, economic and stabilization
assistance for Syrians inside Syria and in the region. The EU’s support to Jordan since
the outbreak of the Syria crisis in 2011 amounts to €1.8 billion . Hence, this amount
was mainly channelled through the EU Trust Fund for Syria. Furthermore, around €330
million was allocated to support reform in education and address the refugee crisis
targeting vulnerable Jordanian and Syrian students.

Moreover, the EU and the Government of Jordan are partners in addressing the impact
of the Syria crisis in the field of education . As a result, they have provided access to
basic education to 130,000 Syrian pupils since 2013 and building 16 new schools. The
EU has also supported UNICEF in providing education services for both Syrian and
Jordanian children such as informal education, remedial teaching and psychosocial
support through the Makani centres. In addition, the EU has supported the reform of
the vocational training system in Jordan in terms of providing vocational training to
Syrian refugees and vulnerable Jordanians.
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The Higher Education Response in Jordan

In addition to the financial commitments under the Erasmus+ programme which
targets capacity building of Higher Education and stimulates mobility of teaching
staff and students in Jordan, a separate window of €22 million has been developed
since 2015 to provide higher education to 1,870 disadvantaged Jordanian and Syrian
refugee students. Moreover, students can choose between 100 different courses —
varying from accounting to transport — at various levels offered by 12 different higher
education institutions in and outside Jordan. The support is mainly channelled through
the EU Trust Fund for the Syria Crisis through 3 projects:

* The EDU-SYRIA project helps 1,400 Syrian refugees and vulnerable Jordanians from
host communities to access Higher Education through scholarship programmes.

* The British Council project supports English language training. It offers vocational
diploma courses on associate degree level to 210 students and online Higher
Education courses to 80 Syrian refugees and vulnerable Jordanians.

* The DAAD-HOPES project supports English language training and aims to provide
Master Degree programmes to 60 Syrian refugees and vulnerable Jordanians.
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EDU-SYRIA

This book has been published as part of the EDU-SYRIA project, funded by the European Union. EDU-
SYRIA is implemented by the German Jordanian University with the support of the Jordan University of
Science and Technology, Zarga University, Yarmouk University and Luminus Technical University College
(LTUC). These institutes represent the public and private sector in Jordan. The project supports the
"No Lost Generation" by providing Syrian refugees and vulnerable Jordanians with associate degree,
Bachelor degrees and Master’s degrees. Hence, the project serves as a contribution to the efforts of
rebuilding the Syrian economy and aims to provide those affected by the conflict with the chance to
shape a more stable and secure future. The programme closely cooperates with Jordanian institutions
helping vulnerable Jordanians such as the National Aid Fund, Tkiyet Um Ali and the Al-Aman Fund.

The following students contributed to My Story: Adnan Hasn Algadab; Amal Ahmad Bani Issa; Amani
Mousa Almasoud; Baraa Asaad Khatatbeh; Doa'a Mohammad Farghal; Eman Turki Bani Ismaeel; Enad
Al-Hariri; Esra Omar Bany Ersheed; Hala Ahmad Alazizeh; Hala Al Sabbagh; Hamed Riyabi; Maram Malsi;
Maria Haddad; Marwa Isaam Nasrallah; Qaesar Alhariri; Qusai Ahmad Nassar; Rawan Abed Alraof Al
Torkman; Reem Ziad Almasri; Safa'a Mohammad Farghal, Samya Mohammad Esa Abu-Zreg; Shefa'a
Mousa Almomani; Mohammad Fahd Al Hamoi; Mahmoud Abdel Hag and Nabil Hariri.

The book was designed by Mayar Shikho and Mohammad Wajdi Al-Khlif, both EDU-SYRIA students from
the Graphic Design & Multimedia course at Luminus Technical University College (LTUC).

For more information, visit:
www.edu-syria.eu
www.facebook.com/EDU-SYRIA
www.twitter.com/edu_syria
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The Next Step

Concerns about employment opportunities is always lingering in the minds of many students.

The challenges facing young Jordanian and Syrian graduates after the completion of their studies was
discussed during the graduation ceremony of the EDU-SYRIA programme on the 10th of June 2018 in
the presence of EU High Representative Vice President Frederica Mogherini.

The EU has ensured that each student is following a labour market orientation programme during the
last phase of their studies. Therefore, the EU has started collaborations with the International Labour
Organisation on mediating employment opportunities for graduates.
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